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UM LANDS GRANT TO COUNT MONTANA MANUFACTURERS 
MISSOULA —
While the U.S. Census Bureau is busy counting people this year, The University of 
Montana is planning to start a census of its own — counting manufacturers.
A $100,000 planning grant will allow the UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research 
and UM’s Montana Business Connections to collect information about the state’s manufacturers -  
their products, capabilities, capacities and processes -  and make it available through an electronic 
information system.
The grant was awarded to UM by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic 
Development Administration. At the request of U.S. Sen. Max Baucus, Phil Singerman, assistant 
secretary for economic development and EDA chief, committed to support the project after 
visiting Missoula last year.
“Collecting information is key to building a system that will let the world know what 
Montana manufacturers can do and what they can make,” said Charles Keegan, project co­
director and BBER’s director of forest industry and manufacturing research.
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The EDA funding will be used for the initial phase of a project -  collecting information 
about the various manufacturing sectors in Montana. Keegan said the wood, paper and furniture 
sector is the largest in the state, while the machinery, equipment and instruments sector is the 
fastest growing, having doubled in the past 10 years while paying relatively high wages. This latter 
sector includes many of Montana’s high-tech manufacturers.
This electronic information system should boost business for Montana manufacturers,” 
said Bob Campbell, project co-director and director of Montana Business Connections. “Many 
manufacturers have excess production capacity and could benefit from some subcontract work. 
Existing directories do not collect the depth of information necessary to identify manufacturing 
resources.”
For more information about the manufacturing census, contact Campbell or Keegan at 
(406) 243-5133, e-mail them at mmis@biisiness.umt.edu or write them at Montana 
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